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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

2430 E STREET NW,
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

20 aprdl 1949

MEMCRANDUM FOR: Speclsl assistent to the Secretary of State
for Resesrch and Intelligence
Pirector of Intelligence, General Steff, US Army
Director of Haval Intellligence
L restar of Intelligence, US air Porce

SUBJECT: Claassificstion and Reclassification of CIi Reporis
1, The CIs poliay for determining classification and

pubsequent reclassification of reports coordineted with the 140
sgencies may be summerized &s follows:s

No intelligence report of GI4 shall be classified
lower then "restricted." ' :

B Initis]l Glassificstion.

The determination of the initisl classification of
report will be made with due regerd for the:

&

1} Glassification of source materizl;

2) Protection of mource; ‘

3) TUse of source material out of context;

(2} Instructions received by the requestor for whom
the report was prepared;

25} Tltimete distribution of the repert; amd

6} Gozments received therson from the intelligence
orgenisstions of the Departments of State, Army,
Nevy, and the Air Force,

g. Baslsagificetdon.

(1) FPublished CIs reports will not be reviewed &8 &
matter of routine for ile scle purpose of down-
grading thes, In most cases a report beconmes
obsolescent with the lspse of time, and no use-
ful purpose cen be sexrved by the downgrading
(which is done to make intelligence aveilatle
4o more resders).
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{2) vupon receipt of eny request to downgrade one
of its reports, Cli will review the repart
with & view to determining whether or not
the initlal classificetion should be changed,
Unce & change is considered desirsble by CI4,
the views of State, army, Nevy, end Air Force
on the proposed change will then be ascertained,
CIA will make the final determination,

2, 1In accardence with the above, your views are requested
regarding the proposed reclaasification of the following from their
present classification of SECRET to CONFIDENTIAL:

The Successlon of Power in the USSR 13 Jan, 1948

&R 9
RE 45-48 The Current Situstion i

FR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE:
25X1A ;

_ BI
Assigtant Director
Reports and Estimates
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